Clean water and a healthy ecosystem within the Pine River watershed.
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Clean water and a healthy ecosystem within the Pine River watershed.
Who are we?

Let us introduce ourselves!

A Not-for-Profit local environmental initiative that puts projects in the ground! We are comprised of 12 directors and 2
employees. We rent a small office at 86 Huron
Street in downtown Ripley, ON to conduct our
The Pine River Watershed N
covers a vast area in
day to day business. All of our directors are
Huron-Kinloss and is
156km2 in size!
volunteers and do not get compensated for all
the hours and labour they put into each project. Our employees are paid a fair wage to
coordinate the projects, conduct the accounting, and write grants and reports for
funding opportunities. We also reach out to
local 4H groups and school classes to conduct
field trips, as Outreach and Education is mandated within our constitution.

Where did we come from?

The Pine River Watershed Initiatives Network
(PRWIN) was started in the year 2000 by a
group of citizens concerned about the water
quality in the Pine River. It became obvious that heat, moisture and nutrients cause algae growth. In September 2000, a
letter was drafted and sent to SVCA, Huron-Kinloss Council, and Bruce County Public Health requesting a meeting re:
water quality. Mayor Stuart Reavie and clerk Laura Haight convened the first meeting on December 1, 2000, in the
Huron-Kinloss council chambers. A proposal entitled “A Plan for Improving Water Quality in the Township of HuronKinloss” was presented. Later, A clear vision to help establish “Clean Water and a Healthy Ecosystem Within The Pine
River Watershed” was agreed upon and goals:
1) To explore all possibilities for improvements of the Pine River Watershed;
2) To promote dialogue and education ... among all stakeholders ...;
3) To make stakeholders aware of existing or new programs and sources of funding ...;
4) To raise awareness of the needs ... and coordinate activities ...!
The momentum gained from these early, successful projects, with overwhelming support from energetic volunteers, has
accelerated the progress and success of PRWIN activities.

What have we done?

To date (Spring/Summer 2016) we have planted over 250,550 trees; created 21 wind breaks; constructed 11 berms; built 6 cattle
crossings; developed 6 wetlands; restored 5 stream banks; supplied 3 alternative solar power water supplies; installed over 10 kilometres of livestock exclusion fencing; and created annual educational programming for local youth. In 2012 the Pine River Watershed was named the top priority watershed on Lake Huron. Subsequently, our Project Coordinator helped published the “Integrated
Watershed Management Plan”. This 80 page document outlines a five year plan for the Pine River Watershed, including core projects in a) education and outreach, b) vegetation cover; c) increasing water storage on the landscape and, d) controlling erosion.
These core projects will help correct and sustain the Pine River watershed.

How are we moving forward?

PRWIN has a unique reputation with our community. We are known for our great work, and have developed a very approachable
relationship with the local landowners. We are respected. Trusted. We have a growing list of projects personally requested by concerned local landowners. Berms, tree planting and cattle crossing are the majority of project requests. Going forward, PRWIN needs
financial support from area businesses and citizens to implement these projects, and help to keep our office doors open.
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Some Completed Projects in the Pine River Watershed….
McLarty ESA Wetlands located at Bruce Rd 6, and SR 20. Wetlands act as drains and are habitats for endangered species.
Wetland 1

Wetland 2

Eadie Berm Project Bruce Rd 6. Berms help retain storm water run-off. Nutrients stays in the soil.
Berm #1

Berm #2

PRWIN annual planting projects. Trees help prevent soil erosion, clean the air and water , and develops stewardship
Con 6/SD 20: 2012

4H Day: 2016

Cattle crossings are a popular way to exclude livestock from the tributaries of the Pine River. Bruce Rd 7
Con 10/Rd 7

Con 4/Rd 7
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Fiscal Accountability…
Every year, PRWIN chooses to get audited by BDO Walkerton. This costs our organization time and money.
However, we strive to be transparent and accountable with the monies we receive from our generous grantors and
charitable donors. Copies of our latest audit are always available at our office at 86 Huron street Ripley, ON.

Latest fiscal year audit: October 31st 2014 to November 1st 2015. Completed in early Spring of 2016.

Below is a pie chart showing where our money was allocated.
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Awards, Partners, and Supporters
Right: In 2013, PRWIN was awarded the prestigious
Minister’s Award for Environmental Excellence.
Below: PRWIN members pose with the 2013 FAB
Award, recognizing our contributions to the well
being of agriculture. PRWIN was recognized for our
participation in the Adopt-a-watershed Pilot Project
by the Lake Huron Bi-national Partnership!

Above: May 26th 2016. Lisa Thompson MPP
(centre), and Ontario Environmental Commissioner
Diane Saxe (left) place the commemorative plaque
at PRWIN’s 250,000th Tree Planted! Celebration.

Pine River Boat Club

Lurgan Beach/Blair’s Grove BA

Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change

Bruce Beach CA

Point Clark BA
4H Ripley Conversation Club
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Help us benefit the Watershed and Lake Huron
Your company can donate to PRWIN through our newly developed SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM, that has Recognition
Rewards, or, you could simply visit our web page: pineriverwatershed.ca (under the Supporter page) or go to:
Canadahelps.ca and find the Pine River Watershed Initiative Network page.
When you make a donation to us or CanadaHelps, you will receive a charitable tax receipt for income tax purposes.
Our Not-for-Profit organization is under charitable number: 84618 1857 RR0001

We can present our Sponsorship Program to

your group upon request. A PRWIN team
member will present a PowerPoint presentation
to your group explaining the levels and
Recognition Benefits that surround each level of
participation. The program also offers a 3-year
commitment option as well.
PRWIN partnered
with
CanadaHelps.ca
late in 2014 to help
make donating
easier for our
environmental
charity. Visit their
website, or ours,
and click the
“Donate NOW”
button!
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Here’s How to Get InTouch with Us!
Left: The PRWIN Board of
Directors and Employees
pose for a picture at the May
26th 250,000th Tree Planted
Celebration at Lewis Park in
Ripley, ON . Back row L to R:
Bill Steele; Bernd Portz; Bill
Smith; Murray Ferguson; Don
Farrell; Front row: Rob
Thompson; Phyllis Leighton;
Cathy Farrell. Not pictured:
Murray Jamieson; Don Cass;
Gord Cale; Jim Armstrong

Right: Projects’ Coordinator Emily Martin (Left) and
Office Administrator Penny Faragher Robertson are the
two part-time employees of the Pine River Watershed
Initiative Network!

Email us to get Quarterly eNewsletters!
Call us at: 519-395-5538
On the Web: www.pineriverwatershed.ca
Email: pineriverwatershed@pineriverwatershed.ca or pineriverwin@yahoo.ca

Visit us at: 86 Huron Street, Ripley ON Canada
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